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Receiving the Holy Communion. 
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Companion fo ihe Altar 


Shewing the 


Nature and Neceſſi ty! 


= FA 
Sacramental Preparation, 


In order to our Worthy 


Cam 
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WHEREIN 


Thoſe Fears and Sceupr es about! 
Eating and Drinkins Unmworthily, aud Of in- 
carriug our umu Damnation thereby, are pro- 
ved groundleſs and unwarrantable. 

Unto which are Added, | 


PrRayYERsS and MrpiTaTiONS, 
Preparative to a Satramtatal Preparation, 
according to what the ( hurch of E roland 
requires from ter Communicants. 


I will au wy Hauds in Innacency, O Lord, and ſo 
iI go to tnine Altar. Pal. 26. V. 6. 
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HE uſual Reaſon which Men al gr 
er their not coming ſo often to the Holy 


Sacrament as they would do, is their Pear of 


| Eating and Drinking unworthily, and conſe- 


quently, of 1. 9905 their own Damnation 


thereby: The Deſign then of this bort Diſ-- 


courſe is, to ſhew what that Sacramental 
Preparation is, whichis abſolutely neceſſaryto 
2 Men for a lp, i pea of the 


rd's Supper, that ſo Men may come with- 


| on the leaſt Pear of Eating and Drinking 
Damnation to themſelves : For which Pur- 


poſe, T concerve no Rule, no Huſtructiom more 
ſafe, eaſie and iuſtructiue than that of aur 


Church-Catechiſm, which I have endeavour- 


* 
7 
- 


— 
* 


eld to explain and accommodate for the Uſe | 


and Benefit of the meaneſi Capacity. © 


*» The concluding. Part of this Diſcourſe 


contains Prayers and Meditations prepara- 


tive to a Sacramental Preparation; and 


. 


| bv they be fen in Number, Jt Ile. 


— 


* 
* dd 4. 1 (IO! 
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5-—The PREVIACE 
they fully anſwer all thoſe ſeveral Parts of 


a Communicant's Duty, according. to that 

fl Rule and Standard which our Church has 
fed for our Guide and Compamon to the | 
Holy Altar. By the Addition of thoſe Pſalms- 
and proper Leſſons annex'd to each particular 
Prayer and Meditation, the Communicant 

| may enlarge his Devotions to what Degree 

| or Length be pleaſeth ; thro which Method. 
Jun hade as much Matter for actual Prepa- 
tation, in this little Book, as in any other, 
Diſcourſe of this Nature whatſoever. © 


1 For the Compleating of Pſalmody, © 
| HE Devout Singers Guide; containing all the common 
1 Tunes now in Uſe, with ſele& Portions of the Pſalms a- 
dapted to each Tune, and Rules for Singing Treble and. Baſs. 
Jo which are Added, A Table of the Names of all the Tunes, and 
what Palms are ſung to each Tune, both in the Old and New 
Verſions : And Directions for Pariſh-Clerks in the Choice of pro- 
per Pſalms on moſt Occaſions. Recommended by D. Warner, and 
other Singing Maſters. The Second Edition. Price bound 15. 
The Benefit of Early Piety, recommended to all Young Perſons. - 
By IW. Smythies, late Morning Lecturer of St. Michasl's in Cornhill, 
London. The Third Edition. Price bound 6 d. 5 
The Daily Companion, with Chriſtian Supports under the 
Troubles of this World, to comfort and ſuccour all thoſe who i 
this Tranſitory Life are in Trouble, Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or « | +» 
any other Adverſity, Unto which are added Prayers and Medi- 
rations ſuitable for all Perſons afflicted in Mind, Body or Eſtate. 
The Fourth Edition. Price bound 6d. of two Guineas per Hun- 
dired to thoſe that give them away. A 3 1 
* A#ſop's Fables, with Morals and Reflections, as improv'd by 
Sir Reger L Fſtrange,done into Variety of Engliſb Verſe. Illuſtrated - 
with Cuts curiouſly engrav'd-on Copper Plates. The Second Edit. 
All Printed for Edmund Parker, in Lombard - Street. 3 
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LL thoſe Bleflinggwhich we now en- 


joy, and hope hereafter to receive 
from Almighty God, are purchaſed 
for us, and muſt be obtained through 
the Merits and Interceſſion of the 
Holy F ESUS, who has inſtituted 
i and ordained Holy Myſteries, as Pled- 
ges of his Love, and for a continual Remembrance 
of his Death and Paſſion, to our great and endleſs 
Comfort, Luke 22. 19. 1 Cor. 11.24. But then we 
- muſt remember, that theſe Benefits and Bleflings 
(which the Son of God has purchaſed for us) are no 
where promiſed but upon Condition, that we our 
ſelves are firſt duly qualified for them. The Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper is a ſolemn Ratification of 


. | our Baptiſmal Covenant, wherein God for his Part 
, 1 hath faithfully promiſed Pardon and Remiſſion of Sins to 


all true Penitents, and we for our Parts are therein ſo- 
lemnly bound to be faithful and obedient unto bim, 2 Tim. 
. | + 2. 19. Before then we can promiſe to our ſelves any 


5 Benefit or Advantage from the Participation of this 
5 ſolemn Rite and Covenant between God and us, we 
8 muſt endeavour (what in us lies) to poſſeſs our Souls 
Voith all thoſe Divine Qualifications. which. this Sa- 
| - | crament of the Lord's Supper requires, to render as worthy 


= Partakers thereof, AN 


R N 
A p what thoſe are, is the Deſign of this Diſ- 
4 eourſe; wherein I ſhall endeavour to ſhew what that 
| | 3 of Heart and Mind is, which muſt diſpoſe us 
for a worthy Participation of the Bleſſed Sacrament: 
g And herein I hope to remove all thoſe Fears and Scru- 
[1 - ples, which ariſe in our Minds about eating and drink- 
Ang unwortbily, andof incurring ourown Damnation thereby, 
as groundleſs and nnwarrantable ; and to do this, I 
Mall take occaſion to explain that Part of our Cnuxcn 
_ Cartcnisn, deſignedly intended for our Inſtruction 
| with relation to this Duty of a Sacramental Preparation, 
| VIZ. | | „ 
| . ©. Wu Ar is required of them who come to the 
| Lord's Supper ? F ᷑ - 2 
| A. To examine themſelves whether they repent them truly 
of their former Sins; ſtedfaſtly pinpoſing to lead a new Life, | 


10 ACompanionto the Altar. 
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| bave a lively Faith in God's Mercy, thro' Chriſt, with a 
| thankful Remembrance of his Death, and to be in Charity 
] with all Men. This is that Sacramental Preparation 
which our Church(in as few Words as is poſſible)hath 
provided for our Companion, or Guide to the Haly 
Altar : The Duty then of a devout Communicant 
conſiſteth in theſe Six following Particulars : 1. Self- 
Examination, to examine themſebves. 2. Repentance 
towards God, whether they repent them truly x. their for- 
mer Sins. 3. Holy Purpoſes, or Reſolutions of a new 
Life. fedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new Life. 4. Faith in 
God's Mercy through Chriſt, to have a lively Faith, &c. 
5. A thankful Remembrance of his Death. 6tbly and 
Laftly, Unfeigned Love, or Charity for all Mankind, 
and to be in Charity with all Mem. | 
T x Firſt Part then of a Communicant's Duty is, 
Self-Examination ; A Duty not only enjoyned by Hu- 
man Authority, but likewiſe commanded by St. Paul. 
But let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him «at of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup, x Cor. 11.28. Intimating, 


That no Man ſhould preſume to eat of that — 3 7 
2 SY | | rink 
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"mw Companion to the Altar! 1 
drink of that Cup, without a previous Preparation, if he 
mean to eſcape that ſame Judgment or Condemnation 
which theſe Corinthians brought upon themſelves for 


their irreverent, ſinful, and diſorderly. Behaviour at this Sa. 


crament ; and this was the Occaſion of St. Paul's Cau- 
tion and Reproof: He that eateth and drinketh unworthily 
(ſays the Apoſtle) catarh and drinketh 33 
* Damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the * Bamnnation 
Lord's Body, v. 9. _ wy” — 


nation, but on the contrary, ſome Temporal Puniſhment or Judginent, (as you 
have it in the Margin of your Bible) ſuch as Sickneſs or Death, with which chis 
City of Corinth was afflicted, for theic great Abuſe and Prophanation of this ſo- 
lemn Inſtitution; fo that the Sins here reproved, (viz. Gluttony, Drunkenneſs 
and Faction, ver.21,22.) and the Damnation here threatned, hath no Relation to 
vs, unleſs it could be proved that any of us were erer guilty of the ſame Wie- 
kedneſs with theſe Corinthians; which I believe no Man ever was, or would be 
ſuffered to approach the Lord's Table after ſuch a diſorderly Manner as they did, 
if Men were ſo lewd and prophane: 1 ä 


Bor that our Preparation may be ſo well performed 
by us as to prevent the e e us (as the wie 
Man adviſeth) Remember the End, and ve ſhall never do 4. 
miſs, Eccl. 7. 16. Firſt, Then that we may come to this 
heavenly Feaſt holy, and adorned with the wedding arment, 
Mat. 22. 11. We muſt ſearch our Hearts and examine 
our Conſciences, not only till we ſee our Sins, but until 


we hate them, and inſtead of thoſe filthy Rags of our 


Righteouſneſs, we muſt adorn our Minds with pure 


| and pious Diſpoſitions ; even rhar clean Linnen,the Righa 


teouſneſs of the Saints, Rev.19.8.With theſe Ornaments 
are holy Souls fitted for the Society of that Celeſtial 
Company, which are to be met with at this Solem= 
nity. Secondly, Another End or Deſign of this ſtrict Pre- 
paration, is, That we may be accepted of by God as 
worthy Communicants ; that be 2yho knoweth the Secrets 
of all our Hearts, and in whoſe Sight all Things are naked and 
opened unto the Eyes of him with whom we have to do, Jer. 
17.10. Heb.4.13. may approve of the Sincerity of our 

Repentance; and the King, who comes in to view the 


Gueſts, Mat. 22. 11, may (8s, ſtrictly ſpeaking we ars 


nog 
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following Inſtructions will help and aſſiſt us. 


—— : ̃ᷓͥ .: —-—-Hü 


Neceſſity and Importance of this Duty, that upon it 
depends our Welcome or Rejection, to or from this 


your Repentance or Return to God be real and ſincere, 


pentance. 


hope to have it effectual to our Salvation. And, 


I dec the Daily Self. Examinant: Or, An Earneſt Perſuaſive to 


* ow 


not ſo) count us worthy of his Favour and 3 b 
nance. And how to attain ſo great a Bleſſing, theſe 


Firſt, Wx are directed 10 repent us truly of 
| all our former Sins, This is that Preparation 
which Chriſt himſelf requires of us, Mat. 3. 2, 3. A Du- 
ty, you know, which our ſinful Lives makes always ne- 
ceſſary for our Conſideration, if ever we expect Eter- 
nal Happineſs hereafter, Luke 13. 2, 3. But more eſpe- 
cially, the Dignity of this Sacrament requires that it 
ſhould be enquired into with more than ordinary Care 
and Circumſpection, becauſe without ſincere Repen- 
tance we cannot expect any Benefit or Advantage 
from the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt, which in this 
Sacrament we commemorate, and have the Merits of 
it conveyed to us by this Sacred Memorial. Suppo- 
ſing then that this is ſufficient to convince you of the 


Repentance. 


Heavenly Feaſt, unto which you are called. I pro- 
ceed now in the Second Place to inform you, That if. 


it will produce theſe following good Effects in us. 
3 Firſt, 4 Senſe, a Sorrow and Confeſſion of 
1 all our former. Sins, Secondly, A ſtedfaſt 
| Piurpoſe or Reſolution to lead a new: Life. Theſe 
Are the genuine Fruits of a true Repentance, 
and muſt always accompany our Return to God, if we 


Firſt, WB muſt labour to gain a Senſe, or Sight of all 
our former Sins and Wickedneſszthis will readily pre- 
ſent ĩt ſelf to us by comparing our Lives and Actions 
„The Ten Com. , the Rule, or Standard of God's 

ent. Word, which we muſt make the 
VMMleaſure of our Examination F. zo , 
| | 1 Faun. 
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the Duty of Daily Self. Examination, Cc. By R. Warren, D. D. 
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Knowledge, of Sin, and our own Experience will 
convince us, that there is no way more likely to dif- 


cover our Iniquities, and to humble our ſelves for 


them, than a ſerious Application of God's Word to 
our crooked Paths ; and this Duty of Self-Examination 


is never more properly applied to, than when we ins» - 


tend to receive the Holy Communion ; for, unleſs we 
ſee the Number, and apprehend the Heinouſneſs of 
our Offences, and fear the Vengeance due untous for 
them, we are altogether unfit for the Commemorati- 
on of his Death, bo died for our Sins, and roſe again for 
our Feeder It's the Senſe and Sight of Sin, that 
mu 


bleſs and praiſe God for our Salvation by his Son 


Ig sus CHRIS Of ſuch great Uſe and Advantage 


is this Duty of Se, Examination, at all times, that Py- 
thagoras, in thoſe Golden Verſes which go under his 
Name, particularly recommends theſame to his Scho- 


lars. Every night, before they ſlept, be enjoins them to ena 


mine themſelves. what Good they bad done, and wherein they 
had trauſpreſſed. Nun over theſe Things (ſaith he) and if 
yeu have done any Evil, be troubled ; if Good, rejoice. This 
Caurle, if daily followed, as is ſuggeſted by Hierocles 
his excellent Commentator, perfects the Divine I. 
mage in thoſe that uſe it. Plutarch, Epictetus, Seneca and 
the Emperor Marcus Antoninus, agree in recommending 


the ſame Practice by their own Example; but eſpeci- 


ally Holy David, I thought on my Ways, and turned my 


Feet unto thy Teſtimonies, Pal. 119. 59, And this Me- | 
thod, no doubt, is an admirable Means to improve . 


us in Virtue; and the moſt effectual Way to keep our 


| | Conſciences awake, and to make us ſtand in Awe of 
our ſelves, and afraid to 5 when we know before... 


hand that wg muſt give ſo ſevere an Account to our 
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Paul ſhews us, Rom. 3. 20. that by the Law, is the 


nuſt ſhew us the Need and Neceflity of a glorious 
Redeemer, and what Obligations we are under to 


—— — 
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| . ſelves of every Action. And when we are employ- 
| ing our Minds in this Duty of Se, Examination, before 

the Communion, or at any other time, we muſt diſ- 
charge it as impartially as is poſſible for us; judging 
as ſeverely of our own Actions, as we would do of our 
ome and worſt Enemy; or otherwiſe we ſhall . 
ut flatter and deceive out ſelves in a Matter of the 
_ greateſt Weight and Importance, viz: Of knowing 
| the State and Condition of our own Souls: But if our 
0 - Enquiries are juſt and true, we ſhall then plainly diſ- 

. cover wherein, and how often we haye gone aſtray 
1 and done amiſs. We ſhall, by the faithful Diſcharge 
| of this Duty, bring to Light all our ungodly, unjuſt and 
| uncharitable Actions; all our vain and filthy Speeches; all 
| our wanton, proud and covetous Thoughts, Such a ſtrict 
if and impartial Examination will diſcover to us that 
accurſed Thing Sin, Deut. 7. 26. which has defiled 
. our Nature, made God our Enemy, and will exclude 
1 us the Kingdom of Heaven, if not repented of, 1 Cor. 
| 6.9, 10. But by ſuch a ſevere Scrutiny as this, we 
| ſhall ſoon perceive the Number of our Tranſgreſſions, 

what vile Wretches and grievous Offenders we are; 
how often we have broken our moft ſerious Vows and 
Reſolutions, eſpecially after the Receiving the Holy 
Sacrament, and in Times of Sickneſs and Diſtreſs ; | 
Such a Sight, and ſuch a Proſpect of Miſery as this, 
*ſhould excite in us a hearty Trouble and Sorrow for 
Sin; eſpecially, if we caſt an Eye upon the final Iſ- 
ſue and Conſequences of it, with reſpect to the World 
to come. Upon the Ungodly (faith Holy David) God 
will rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, Storm and Tempeſt ; 
this ſhall be their Portion to drink, Plal. 11.7. Great Plagues 
remain for the Ungodly, Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation 
and Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that doeth Evil, Rom. 
2. 8, 9. The Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the 
People that forget God. Theſe, and many other ſuch like 
Texts of Scripture, may give us ſome Idea or on | 


——_—— —— Wc 


Deed. 
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State, and of God's Hatred againſt Sin : And is not 
this then, without multiplying Arguments, ſufficient 


to affect us with great Grief and Sorrow, when we 


conſider that ſo long as we live in a vicious Courſe, 
ſo long are we expoſed to all thoſe Plagues and Tor- 
ments which God hath in ſtore for wicked Men, 
and will moſt certainly be their Lot and Portion, if 


not prevented by a timely Repentance. 


Tn Second Part of a true Repen- Contrition; 
tance is Contrition, or à ſorrowful ße 
wailing of our own Sinfulneſs in Thought, Word and 
When we call to Mind the Sins and Follies of 
our paſt Lives, and the Dangers we are like to fall 
into, ſurely we cannot be otherwiſe affected than 
ſenſibly grie ved with the Thoughts and Apprehenſions 


of our preſent and approaching Miſery. The Sor- 


rows of David, and the Repentance of St. Peter, 
2 Sam. 12. Luke 22. ſhew'd themſelves in Floods of 


Tears, and were too big to be confin'd within: But 
our Hearts are generally ſo hard and unrelenting, that 


we fin againſt God, and loſe our own Souls, without 
ſo much as a Sigh or Tear. I know that the Tem- 
pers of People are different ; ſome can ſhed Tears 
upon every ſlight Occaſion, and others cannot weep 


tho] their Hearts are ready to break for Grief ; and 


therefore we are not to judge of the Sincerity of our 
own, or other Peoples Repentance by ſuch Signs 


and Tokens, nor are Tears always neceſſary to Re- 


pentance, tho“ they very well become, and the leaft 
we can do when we have done amils, is, to be ſorry 


for it, and to condemn our Folly, and to be full of 


Indignation and Diſpleaſure againſt our ſelves. I will 
declare my Iniquity, (ſaith Holy David) and be ſorry for 
my Sin, Pſal. 38. 18. Eſpecially if we have been ve- 
ry wicked, and have multiplied our Tranſgreſſions, 
and have continued long in an evil Courſe, have neg- 


oMpas „ 
of the deplorable Condition of the Wicked in a future 
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18 A Companion to the Altar. 
lected God, and have forgotten him Days without Num- 
| ber, then the Meaſure of our Sorrow muft bear ſome 
1 Proportion to the Degrees of our Sins; if they have 
N been as Scarlet and Crimſon, Iſa. 1. 18. that is, of a 
| deeper Dye than ordinary, then our Sorrow muſt be 
ll as deep as our Guilt: if not ſo great, we ought to 
he ſo much Trouble and Contrition of Spirit as to 
| produce in us a penitential Confeſſion of all our 
VVV 
Confeſſion „WAI Ou is the Third Property of a 
of sin. ſincere Repentance, I will acknow- 
ledge my Sin unto thee, (ſays the Prophet 
David) and mine Unrighteouſneſs have I tot hid; I ſaid 1 
will confeſs my Sins unto the Lord, and fo thou forgaveſt 
the Iniquity of my Sin, Pſal. 32. 5. Which Confeſſi- 
on of Sins muſt not be in general Terms, that we | * 
are Sinners with the reſt of Mankind, but it muſt be 
'a ſpecial Declaration to God of all our moſt heinous 
Sins, in Thought, Word and Deed, with all their ſeveral 
Aggravations, laying open our Sores to our Hea- 
venly Phyſician ; and this we muſt do to ſhew that 
we condemn all our former evil and vicious Courſes, 
with a full Purpoſe and Reſolution of Mind(by God's 
Aſſiſtance) that we never intend to do the like a- 
gain. Unleſs this be done, our Sorrow for Sin, and 
the Confeflion of our Wickedneſs can never profit us 
in the Sight of God, if it be not join'd with a firm 
Reſolution ofHeding 0 Ze. Cit, 
A!New Life. WAI C is the Fourth and moſt eſ- 
| ſential Part of a ſincere Repentance, and 
the only Condition of finding Mercy with God. He 
that covereth bis Sins ſhall not proſper, but whoſo confeſſeth 
and forſaketh them, ſhall have Mercy, Prov. 28. 13. Let 
the wicked Man ſorſake his Ways, and the unrighteous Man 
his Thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
bave Mercy upon him, and to our God, and he will abun- 
dantly pardon, Iſa. 55.7. Itell you nay, (faith CR 
| Ee ee ut 
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but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Luke 13. 3. 


Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your Sins may be 


blotted out, Acts 3. 19. Thoſe preceding Parts of Re- 


pentance before-mention'd, are only preparative to 


this, that which muſt compleat and finiſh the Work 
of a new Convert, is to become a New Creature, to 
turn from our evil Ways, and to break off our Sins by Righ- 
reonſneſs, This certainly muſt be the Deſire and In- 
tention of all Communicants, if they hope or expe& 
any Benefir, or Advantage from this ſolemn Rite or 


Covenant ; for he that comes with aDeſign or Inten- 


tion of continuing in his former Sins, comes ſome- 
what like unto Judas, that came, and received, 
and at the ſame time continued his Reſolution of 
betraying his Maſter. Thar which makes a Man 


abſolutely unfic to receive the Holy Sacrament is, 


the living in the conſtant and habirual Practice of 
any known Sin, without the leaſt Deſire or Intenti- 
on of Repentance or Amendment. Wach a Man's 
Approach to the Holy Table, no doubt, is to eat and 


drink his own Damnation, ſince it's a plain mocking of 


God, and a great Contempt and Abuſe of his Divine 
Authority. We muſt therefore (by the Help and 
Aſſiſtance of God's Grace) reſolve to lead a NewLife, 

following the Commandments of God, or otherwiſe our 
former Examinations will appear but ſlight and ſu- 


perficial, our Sight and Senſe of Sin trivial and in- 


different, our Sorrow and Contrition of Spirit forced 
and hypocritical, and our Confeflions odious and 
formal. Therefore examine well the Sincerity of 
your Repentance and Reſolutions, that you neither 
deceive God nor your ſelves : Him you cannot, be- 
cauſe he is a Searcher of the Heart, and a Diſcerner of the 
Thoughts,nor will he accept of any thing which is not 
hearty and unfeigned, - | 


B4 e - N6t | 


No abſolute Nor that we are to ſuppoſe that this 
1 Sacrament of the Lord's Supper doth 
pected af- ; | : 
ter the Holy require perfect Obedience in · all our 
Sacrament. Addreſſes to the Holy Altar, or that none 
2 muſt come, but ſuch as are in a ſinleſs 
State of Perfection. No, this were impoſſible, be- 
. Cauſe, there is no Man which liveth and ſinneth not; for, 
who can ſay, I bade made my Heart clean, I am pure from 


my Sin ; and that even the juſt Man falleth ſeven times a 


Day. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is not a a4 


converting, but a confirming Ordinance ; intended 
to preſerve, and to increaſe that Spiritual Life and 
Grace which we received at our Baptiſm : So that 
when we come to the Holy Communion, we come 
thither for freſh Supplies of Grace and Goodneſs, for the 


Strengthening and Refreſhing of our Souls in all Holineſs and 


Virtue : As our natural Bodies are fed and nouriſhed 
with thoſe Elements of Bread and Wine, the ſame 
Effect is vr H ght in the Soul, in the inward Man, by 
theſe Holy Myſteries, as is in the outward Man, by 
Bread and Wine; Bread being the Staff of Life, and 
Wine the moſt Sovereign Cordial (when taken in due 
Proportion) to chear and rejoice the Heart. And 
thus our Souls, by this Sacrament are fortified, and 


ſtrengthened with Grace, Wiſdom, Courage, and all o- 


ther Spiritual Gifts, to keep us thro' Faith unto Salvation. 
Both the Comfort and Benefit of it are great ; the 
Comfort of it, becauſe it does not only repreſent to 
us the exceeding Love of our Saviour, in giving his 
Body to be broken, and his Blood to be ſhed tor us, 
but it likewiſe ſeals to us all thoſe Bleſſings and Be- 
nefits which are purchaſed and procured for us by 
his Death and Paſſion, wiz. The Pardon of Sin, and 
_ Power againſt it. The Benefit of frequent Communion 
is alſo of as great Advantage, becauſe hereby we are 
confirmed in all Grace and Goodneſs, and our Reſo- 
lutions to live in Obedience and Conformity to 3 

N | . | | aws 
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rance, Surprize, or the Violence of 


Holy Spirit, to do his will, is hereby convey'd to 
us: It is the Sovereign Remedy againſt all Tempta- 
tions, by mortifying our Paſſions, and by ſpiritua- 
lizing our Affections: In a Word, it's the likelieſt, 
Method to make our Bodies the. Temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and to prepare our Souls for the En- 
joyment of God to all Eternity. _ ET, 
Ap if at any Time, thro' Igno- 
Receiving, not 


any other Temptation, we ſhould fall dangerous. 


into thoſe very Sins which we have 


repented of, and vowed againſt, when we were at 
the laſt Sacrament, yet theſe Relapſes ſhould not 


make us afraid of coming again, fince we have al- 


ways the Benefit of Repentance allow'd us; if af- 


ter a Relapſe we repent and renew our Reſolutions 
with a hearty, Grief and Contrition of Spirit, we 


are made whole as before. If the wicked (ſaith God) 
will turn from all his Sins that be hath committed, all his 
Tranſgreſſions that he hath committed, they ſhall not be men- 
tioned unto him, Ezek. 18.21, 22. Sin no more, ſays our 


Saviour to the Woman taken in Adultery, and I will 


not condemn thee, John 8. 11. It is not the Commiſſion 


of this or that great Sin that will utterly exclude us 


from God's Mercy and Forgiveneſs, for then, indeed, 


no Perſon could eſcape Damnation, becauſe there is 


not a juſs Man upon Earth that doeth Good and finneth not, 
Eccleſ. 7. 20. But it's our Living and Dying with- 
out Repentance and Amendment, that brings God's 
Wrath and Vengeance upon us. His Mercies are 
not limited, he will not only pardon us once or 


.twice, but always upon our Repentance and Return 


to him. No Time, no Age, or Seaſon, does he 
except againſt, but whenever the wicked Man turneth 


away from his Wickedneſs that he hath committed, and do- 


eth that which is lawful and right he ſhall ſave bis Soul _ 


Relapſes after 


„ 
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Exel. 18. 27. Neither is there any Sin, tho* never 
fo vile and heinous in its own- Nature, but ſhall be 
Temitted and forgiven, unleſs it be that againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. All manner of Sins, and Blaſphemies ſhall 


Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven, Mat. 12. 31, 32. And con- 
ſequently, this Sin of Eating and Drinking unworthily, 


God in the Goſpel (for Chriſt's Sake) hath promiſed 
to forgive all our Sins, upon our Repentance, and 
3 this of unworthy Receiving among the 
Sou People, I remember, have been very much 
concerned and diſcompoſed at their Devotions, 
upon the Repetition of ſome few Expreſſions con- 
tained in the laſt Exhortation to the Communion, 
Viz,--- Of being guilty of the Body and Blood of Chriſt our 
© Saviour; of eating and drinking our 0ivn Damnation, Not 
© conſidering the Lord's Body,--- Kindling God's Wrath a- 
< gainſt us,---Provoking him to plague us with divers Di- 
© ſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of Deaths. Theſe are hard 
© Sayings, and ſome of them too hard to be under- 
© ftood : But however, they are all avoided, and 
_ © eſcaped, by coming worthily, i. e. by Faith and 
© Repentance : Therefore let not theſe terrible Ex- 
© preflions trouble you, or derainiyou from the Ho- 
ly Communion : Repent and believe, and you are 
© ſafe and ſecure from falling into any of thoſe Dan- 


© you with. So that the want of Preparation, as 


nerally take it, can never be a ſufficient Plea or Pre- 
tence for their not coming to the Holy Communion ; 
becauſe, after our beſt and ſtricteſt Endeavours to 
prepare our ſelves, we profeſs (before God and the 
_ Congregation) * That we do not come to this Hea- 
.© yenly Table truſting in our own n. 
1 f 1 ; 5 ; 4 


be forgiven unto Men; but the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 


in the worſt Senfe, cannot be a damning Sin, becauſe. 


gers which theſe Sentences may ſeem to threaten | 


ſome Men have alledg'd, and in the Senſe they ge- 
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© but in his manifold and great Mercies. By theſe 
we are invited to come; and to the Mercy of God 
( chro? Chriſt ) all of us muſt flee, and take Sanctu- 


ary in; who has promiſed, that he will in no wiſe caff 


out thoſe who come unto him, John 6. 37. A broken and 
4 contrite Heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe, Pſal. 5. 
17. There is nothing dreadful in this Sacrament, 
but to the wilful, impenitent and perſevering Sinner, 
whoſe Condition is dreadful, and every Page in 
Scripture is terrible againſt ſuch, whether they 
come or not; but to the penitent and humble Soul 
nothing is diſmal or afrighting in this Holy 
Feaſt; for there is none condemned for unworthy 
Receiving, but ſuch who deſerve it for continuing 
in their Iniquities; and this Impenitence renders 
even their Prayers an Abomination. unto the Lord, 
Tho' they never partake of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, they are in equal Danger with thoſe who 
Eat and Drink uaworthily ;- nay, I might ſay in 
greater, becauſe the one uſeth the Means in Obedi- 


_ ence to our Saviour's Command, and the other wil- 
fully negle&s that which would prevent his Damna- _ 


tion, if rightly confidered, and timely applied to. 
The ſureſt Way, I ſay, to prevent our Damnation is 
to receive the Sacrament more frequently than Men 
uſually do, that by a conſtant Participation of this 
Spiritual Food of the Living Bread which comes down 
from Heaven, their Souls may be nouriſh'd in all 
Goodneſs, and new Supplies of God's Grace and 
Holy Spirit may be continually derived to them for 
the purifying of their Hearts, and to enable them to 
run the Ways of God's Commandments with more 
Conſtancy and Delight than they did before. So 
that the true Conſequence of Eating and Drinking un- 
worthily, ſhould' rather excite our Care and Dili- 


gence. in this Duty, than delude us with falfg 


Reaſonings, to ſuch a Neglect as will certainly 115 | 
| e | ets creale 
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creaſe our Damnation; it being certain, that God will 
never caſt any Man into eternal Flames for ſtrivin 

to do his Duty as well as he can. , there be firſt a wi 

ing Mind, (ſanb the Apoſtle) it is accepted, according to 
| That a Man hath, and not according to that be hath not, 
2 Cor. 8. 12. Neither ought we to think ſo unwor- 
thily of the Son of God, who came into the World to 
ſave Sinners, that he would inſtitute this Ordinance 
to be a Snare to entangle our Souls with. It was not 
ordained for Angels, or for glorified Saints ; but for 
humble and penitent Sinners, to bring them home 
to God; it being a Seal of their Pardon, and a re- 
freſhing Declaration of our Heavenly Father's Rea- 
dineſs to forgive the chiefeſt of Sinners for Feſus's Sake, 
who graciouſly calls upon all who are wearied and op- 
preſſed with the Guilt and Burtben uf their Sin, to come to 
im, and be will refreſh them, Mat. 11.28. Chriſt came 
not to gall the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, Mat. 
9.13. And conſequently, ſuch as account them- 
ſelves moſt unworthy, are thoſe very Perſons whom 
Chriſt doth here call and invite to this Sacrament, 
when deeply ſenſible of their Unworthineſs, Were we 
not Sinners, were we not conceived and born in Sin, 
we ſhould not need ſuch Means and Inſtruments of 


Grace as Sacrgments are; but * being by Nature born 


© in Sin, and the Children of Wrath, we are hereby 
© made the Children of Grace, and Inhericors of 
* the Kingdom of Heayen. They that are whole (faith 
Chriſt) have no need of a Phyſician, but they that are ſick, 
This being the Caſe of all Mankind, with reſpect 
to their Spiritual Life, there is no other way to free 
our ſelves from this Death of Sin, but ſpeedily to 
apply our ſelves to this Heavenly Phyſician,who came 
into the World to ſeek and to fave thoſe that are loſt and 
ready to periſh; and the very.Senſe of our own Un- 
worthineſs is of all other Arguments the beſt Quali- 
_ ficatjon to recommend us to God's Fayour and Mer- 
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cy, ſince we know, that he reſſteih the pro [and Pre- 

ſamptuous Sinner] but never denies his Grace and 
Favour to the Humble and Meck. As often then as we 
come to the Holy Communion with ſuch an honeſt 


and true Heart, as tò exerciſe our Repentance towards" 


God, our Faith and Hope of his Mercy, through Chriſt, for” 
the Forgiweneſi of our Sims, aud our Love and Charity for all 
Mankind: Such à Temper and Reſolution of Mind 


as this, Will, doubtleſs, render us worthy Partakers 


of theſe Holy Myſteries, and prevent us eating vnd 
drinking damnation to our ſelves. Nay, I further add, 
That any Perſon thus diſpoſed or. qualified, max 
come (if it ſhould be requir' d) at an Hour's Warning, 
as ſafely as he my come to Church and ſay his 
Prayers, or to hear a Sermon. The Dueneſs of Pre- 
paration doth not ſo much depend upon our ſetting 
aſide fo many extraordinary Days for the forcing our 
ſelves into a Religious Poſture of Mind; as upon tha 
plain natural Frame and Diſpoſition of our Souls, as 
they conſtantly ſtand inclined to Vertue and Good- 


3 


neſs through the general Courſe 


of our Lives. From whencs I in- Men of great Buſi- 


fer, that a Multitude of Buſineſs, ä | men. 
or a Man's being deeply enga- hereby excuſed from 
ged in the publick Affairs of this frequent Communion. 
World, cannot be any juſt Plea o 
Pretence ent not coming to the Holy Communi-' 
on; becauſe all Buſmeſs is conſiſtent with the Duties: 
of Religion, provided we govern our Affairs by Chri- 


ſtian Principleb: For tho ſuch Men have not Leiſure 


for ſo much actual Preparation, yet they may have that 
tabicual Preparation, upon which che great Streſs. | 
ought to be laid in this Matter: Nay, even the con- 
ſcientious Diſcharge of a Man's Duty in his Buſineſs, 
may be one of the beſt Qualifications to recommend 
him to God; ſince every Man ſerves God when he 
follows his Calling with Diligence, and obſerves - | 
| : ä ; 
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quently, the greater Danger and Temptation he's 
expos d to through the Multiplicity of Buſineſs, the 
more need hath he of God's Grace and Aſſiſtance, 
which are abundantly communicated to us in this 
Holy Ordinance : So that Men of Buſineſs, if they 
Have any ſerious Thoughts of another World, ought 
more eſpecially to lay hold on ſuch Opportunities 
which ſecures the Salvation of their Souls; for as 
they who have Leiſure ought to Receive conſtantly, 
as the beſt Improvement of their Time; ſo they that 
are engag'd in'many worldly Affairs, ought to come 
the oftner to the Holy Communion, and learn how 
_ to ſandtifie their Employments. But to proceed. 
A Bvely Faith in Tn E Other Branch of a Commu- 
God's Mercy. micant's Duty, is, to examine whe- 
tteer he. hath a lively Faith in God's 
Mercy thro' Chriſt. Examine pour ſelves whether. ye be 
in the Faith, 2 Cor. 13. 5. this Sacrament of the. 
Lord's Supper being only appointed for ſuch Belie- 
vers as own their Baptiſm, and profeſs the Faith of 
Chriſt crucified; . and underſtand, the Fundamental 


Articles of the Chri/tian Religion, contained in the A- 


poſtles Creed, and alſo the End and Deſign of this 


Holy. Inſtitution. The Benefits of our Saviours 


Death and Paſſion in this 0 ment are indeed freely 
offered unto all, but only e ell to Believers. As 
man as received him, to them gave he Power to become the 

Sons of God, even to them that believe in his Name, John 
I. 12. And this is Life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, 


John 17. 3. All that Chriſt hath done and ſuffered 


for us Men and our Salvation, can never profit us, 
unleſs we have Faith to believe it: That which 
muſt render the Benefits and Bleflings of the Goſpel. 
effectual to our Salvation, is, our Faith in Chriſt. Ye- 
rihy I.ſay unto you, (ſaith our Saviour) be that beareth my 


* . 


Juſtice and Honeſty in all his Dealings; and conſe- 


Wor d1 


| laſt we ſhall be glorified. 


| ET. „ 5 V £4 
. | Words, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſt- | 


ing Life, and ſhall not come into Condemnation, but is paſſed 
from death unto Life, John 5. 24. The ancient 
Churches accounted thoſe only faithful that had re- 
ceived the Lord's Supper; and the Germans allow d none 


to come unto their Sacrifices who had loſt their 


Shields; nor does our own Church allow that any 
of us ſhouid come to this Chriſtian Sacrifice without 
this Shield of Faith. Draw near with Faith, (ſays the 
Prieſt) and take this Holy Sacrament, to your Comfort. 
And this Faith for the Object hath God's Merey, 
through Chriſt, as the Fountain and Foundation of 
all thoſe Infinite Bleſſings and. Comforts which we 
gain by his Manifeftation in the Fleſh; and if we 
enquire into the Cauſe and Reaſon of ſo much Mer- 
cy and Goodneſs to-Mankind, no other can be given 
but the Riches of his: Mercy, Eph. 2. 4. And if we fur- 


ther enquire how this Mercy became ours, the An- 


ſwer is plain, It was thro' Chriſt, by whom all the. 
Bleflings of this Life, and thoſe of a better, are pur- 
chaſed forus, and'muſt be obtained'through the Me- 
rits and Interceflion of the Holy Feſws ; by him we 


were redeemed, and according to the Riches of his Grace 


we have obtained Remiſſion of our Sins, and thro' him at 
R A 5 p to this our Faith 5 mult join a * in 
thankful Remembrance of his Death, 5 
and of thoſe Benefits which we receive 2 * 
thereby. Our gracious and merciful Lord l | 
(ſaith holy David) hath ſo done bis marvellous Works, 
that they ought to be bad in remembrance, Pſal. 111. 3. 


But eſpecially this Work of our Redemprion by Jeſus 


Cbriſt, which to forgef were an Ingratitude baſer and 

viler than ever Heathens or Publicans, the very worſt 

of Mankind among the Fews, were known to be 

guilty of towards their Benefactors, Mat. 5. 46. Here- 

in Love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 14 
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and ſent his Son to be the Proitiatio for our Sins, 1 Joh 
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. Communion. 


4. 10. This is a Mercy far above all other Mercies; 


_ nay, it is even this which ſweetens all other Mercies 


to us: Had there been no Redemption, our Creation 
had only made us capable of endleſs Torments, and 
it had been better for us never to have been born, 
than to inevitable Ruin; which muſt have been our 
Lot and Portion, had not the Son of God, by bis one 


© Oblation of himſelf, once offered upon the Croſs, made 4 


C . 928 ö ; . . 
full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice and Satisfaction to 
© God 125 the Sins of the whole World, The Conſequen- 


ces of this Redemption are fo infinitely great and 


valuable, that it as much ſurpaſſes our Under- 
ſtanding as it does our Merits, This we are to de- 
clare and to publiſh to all the World, what God 
hath done to ſave Mankind from that Damnation 
which they had deſerved, and to reſtore us again to 
that Happineſs and Glory which we could never ex- 
ped, or hope to enjoy, had not Chriſt died for us. 
O come hither and hearken, all ye that fear God, and I will 
tell you what he hath done for my Soul, Pſal. 66. 14. Praiſe 
theLord, O my Soul, and all that is within me, praiſe bis boly 


Name; praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his Bene- 


fits,who forgiveth all thy S ins, and healeth all thine Infirmities; 


who ſaverb thy Life from Deſtruction, and crowneth thee with- 


Mercy and Loving-kindneſs, Plal. 103. 1, 2, 3, 4. With 
what Joy and Thankfulneſs then ſhould every good 
Chriſtian commemorate this exceeding Love of God 
in the Salvation of Sinners by Feſus Chriſt ! This was 
the proper End and Deſign of this Inſtitution, to 
perpetuate this wonderful love of Chrift in laying 
1 _— his * por, - _ this in. re- 
6 | membrance of me, laid our Saviour a 
- Gabor ram little before his Crucifixion ; which 
being a ſolemn Command of our 


Mafter and only Saviour thus dying for as, we cannot re- 
fuſe Obedience hereunto, without being guilty of 


he 


* 
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lemn Commemoration of his great Love to. us in 
laying down his Life for'us Men, and for 6ur Salva- 
tion; and therefore, he commands us to do it in re- 
membrance of bim: And St. Paul tells us, that as often 
as we eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, we, do ſhew 
forth the Lord's Death till be come. As for thoſe Men 
then amongſt us who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, 
and hope for Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, not to pay 
Obedience to this his Command, is a down- right 
Affront to his Sacred Majeſty ;'and he may juſtly up- 
braid us Chriſtians, as he did once the Jews, 7 
call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the Things which I ſay? 
How unworthy are we of that Salvation which he 


hath wrought for us, if we deny him ſo ſmall a Fa- 


vour, ſuch a reaſonable Requeſt as to commemorate 
his Death and bitter Paſſion once a Month, or at 
moſt thrice a Lear, who did humble himſelf even to 
© the Death of the Croſs for us miſerable Sinners, who lay in 
© Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death, that be might 
© make us the Children of God, and exalt us to-everlaſting 
Life. In this Sacrament of tvũze 
Lord's Supper we have-the Pardon 
and Remiſſion of all our Sins, the 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of God's holy 
Spirit, and the Hopes of eternal 
Life and Happineſs freely offered | 
unto us: And therefore, had we no Love, no Re- 
gard or Reverence to the dying Words of our crucifi- 
ed Saviour, yet ſurely the Conſideration of our own 
preſent and future Advantage might prevail with us 
to be more frequent at the Lord's Table than we 
uſually are. LEES e 


Mens own. Intereſt 
ſhould oblige them 
to a conſtant Com- 
'munion, becauſe of 
its great Benefits. 
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I the moſt horrible Ingratitude and Contempt of his 
{ Divine Authority. He hath appointed it for a ſo- 


* 


Cherry wich been directed to ſer his Hearr right te. 
all Men, Wards God; bur this is not all, he muſt 
proceed further, and enquire how it 
ſtands affected towards his Neighbour, ſince we 
Aare expreſly forbidden, Mat. 5. 23, 24. 
Forgiving of to offer up any Gift or Oblation unto 
pelted from God, if our Hearts are leaven'd wich 
1 Communi. Malice, Hatred or Revenge. If rhoy bring 
cant. thy Gift unto the Altar, and there remems 
breſt that thy Brother hath ought againſt, the} 

leave there thy Gift before the Altar, and ga thy way, forſt 
be reconciled to thy Brother, and then come ani, offer thy Gift. 


Here you fee that Chriſt prefers Mercy before Sacri- 


fice; And it's generally agreed on by the Ancient 


Fathers, that theſe Words of our Saviour do directly 


point at this Sacrament, on purpoſe to oblige all 
Communicants to forgive all mauner of Injuries, be- 
fore they preſume to eat of that Bread, or to drink of that 


Cup. And it's expreſly ſaid, Mat. 6. 14, 15. that 


our Prayers are not accepted, nor our Pardon ſealed 


in Heaven, until ſuch time as 1e forgive Men their 
Treſpaſſes; and to be ſure we can neves be weleome 


or worthy Gueſts at this Heavenly Feaſt, where Fe- 


* 


Jer the Saviour of Penitents and the Prince of 


Peace is ſpiritually preſent, unleſs our Repentance 
reconcile us to God, and our Charity ro all Man- 
ng Forgiving of Injuries, -, muſt likewiſe 

he it ſelf by the Hand, in relieving 
the Wants and Neceſſities of the Poor. We read, 
That when this Sacrament was adminiſter'd in the 
Apoſtles Days, that large ee of Moneys 
were then gathered for the Maintenance of the 
poor * Clergy and Laity, Act. 2. 44, 45,46, and x 


Cor. 


2 ö 


AN this Charity of the Heart, in 
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Cor. 16. 1. And Tbeodoret obſerves, that 
the Emperor, when the Time came to offer, aroſe 


and preſented his Oblations with his own Hands. 


It was not determined how much every Man ſhould 
give, but all Men were exhorted and enjoin' d to 
offer ſomething according to their Ability, which 
if any neglected, the Fathers cenſured them as un- 
worthy Communicants, and to be ſure nothing 


within our Power can ſo effectualy recommend 
our Prayers and Devotions like this of Charity: It | 


being well obſerved; Mat. 6. that our Saviour hath 
incloſed Alms between Prayer and Faſting. And 
therefore they are called its Two Wings, without 
which it will never flee ſo high as the Throne of 
God, While Cornelius was faſting and praying, we 
read that an Angel from Heaven was diſpatched 
to him, with this happy Meſſage, Thy Prayers and thine 
Alms are come up for 4 Memorial before God, Acts ro. 4. 
He that hath Pity upon the Poor lendeth unto the Lord, and 
that which be bath given will be pay him again, Prov. 19. 
17. Charge ibem that are rich in this World-----that they 
be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute; Willing to com 
municate, laying up in ſtate for i bemſelves a good Funda. 
tion againſt the Time to come, that they may lay hold on eter- 
nal Life, 1 Tim. 6. 17, 18, 19. * Do ye not know, thas 
they who miniſter about holy things live of the Sacrifice, and 
they. who wait at the Altar are Partakers with the Altar 3 
even ſo bath; the Lord alſo ordained, that .they'who preach 
the Goſpel Jhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor, 9. 13, 14. Tf 


we have ſoivn unto you Spiritual Things, i it. a great 


Matter, if we ſhall reap. Jour Worlaly Things, Ver. 11. 
But we may juſtly complai | 
know ſome who will "faſt and Ws 

ſigh and groan, yea, and do all Acts of Rell E 
gion which coſt them nothing, but will not 099 


give one Farthing to the Poor + Wllat Benefit is there 


(faith he) of all the reſt of their Devotion? 
| 4 + . W 4 « "0" 4” 2449 11 14 AN 5 
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A Companion to the Altar. 

Prayer. thus far advanced towards che Altar, in 
„ +... - his Examination, Repentance, &c. he muſt 
not forget another excellent Preparative belonging 
to this Duty of communicating worthily, which al- 
though it be not mention'd in our Church-Catechiſm, 


yet it is always implied, as a neceſſary Part of our 
Sacramental Preparation, i. e. Prayer, private and pub- 


lick; a Duty upon which all our preſent and future 
Bleflings depend, Matth. 7.7, 8. and 21. 22. And fo 


near a Relation hath this Dity of Prayer with this 
in 


Sacrament, that all thoſe Bleſſings therein contained 
and promiſed, are only in Return 'to our Prayers ; 
and no doubt but that Man who makes a conſcienti- 
ous Practice of this Duty in his Cloſet, and at Church, 
can never be unprepared for this Sacrament, nor 
want a Title to God's peculiar Favour and Blefling ; 
For the Eyes of the Lord are over the Righteous, and bis 
Ears are open to their Prayers, 1 Pet. 3. 12. The con- 
ſtant Exerciſe of Prayer, is the beſt Method to get 


the Maſtery over our evil Inclinations and corrupt 


Affections, and to overcome our vicious Habits : It 
preſerves a lively Senſe of God and Religion in our 


Minds, and fortifies us againſt thoſe Temptations 
that aſſault us; it ſpiritualizeth our Nature, and 


raiſeth our Souls above this World, and Een us 
* © 3 under the Troubles and Calamities 
* of this Life *, by ſanctify ing ſuch 
an Supports under the Afflictions; it leads us gradually tO 


Trouble of this World, the Perfection of a Chriſtian Life, 


ee 3 E- and preſerves that Union between 

God and our Souls, which feeds 
our Spiritual Life with Grace and Goodneſs ; with- 
Out it we in vain pretend to diſcharge thoſe Chri- 


. Nian Duties incumbent on us, or to proſper in our 
_ Temporal Affairs, which muſt have God's Bleſſing 


to crown them with Succeſs, And as Prayer in ge. 
bk | nera 


* 


Ap when the Communicant has 
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neral has theſe great Bleſſings and Advantages at- 
ending it, ſo give me leave to ſuggeſt to you, un- 


der this Head, That choſe publick 
Prayers and Devotions which we of- 
fer unto: God in our Churches, are not | 
only more acceptable to him, but alſo much more 
edifying and advantageous to our ſelves ; they can- 
not but be more acceptable to God, becauſe hereby 
his Honour and Glory is much more conſiderably 
advanced and maintained in the World, than by our 
Private Devotions : By theſe ourward Signs and To- 
kens we publickly declare to all the World that in- 
ward Regard and Efteem which we have for his Di- 
vine Perfections and Goodneſs; hereby we let our 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee our good 
Works, and gloriſie our Father which ô& in Heaven, Mat. 5. 
16. There is no Duty in Scripture more frequently 
commanded, none more earneſtly preſs'd upon us, 
than this of publick Prayer. We have the Example 

of all good Men, in all Ages, for it ; and of Chriſt 
himſelf, who was daily, in the Temple and in the 
Synagogues, and, no Queſtion, frequented thoſe 


Publick Prayers 
recommended. 


Places at the uſual Hours of Prayer, becauſe then 


he had the faireſt Opportunity, from thoſe Publick 
Aſſemblies, to inſtruc, and to exhort to Faith and 
Repentance, 2dly, We may expect greater Bleſſings 
and Succeſs to our Requeſts and Defires, when we 
join in the Publick Prayers of our Church, than 
from Private, becauſe our Saviour has in a ſpecial 
manner promiſed to ſuch Aſſemblies his immediate 
Preſence, that where Two or Three are gathered together 
in his Name, there will he be in the midſt of them ; which 
he hath no where ſaid the like of Private, tho? both 
are very good, nay, both are abſolutely neceſſary 
for the Beginning and Ending of a Chriſtian Life; 
ind it is a very bad Sign of ſome Evil Principle or 
other, for any Man to be much a Stranger to the 
| 1 „ Ha 
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32 N Companion to the Altar. 
Houſe of Prayer, which is one of the greateſt Bleſſings 
and Privileges (if we know how to value the ſame). 
that we can have in this World, and has always been 
accounted ſuch among all wiſe and good Men. It 
is certain that the Turks, whom we call Infidels, go 
to their publick Devotions Five times every Day ; 
and ſhall not they riſe in Judgment againſt us Chri- 
ſtians, who cannot afford ro go once or twice a Day 
to God's Houſe, when we have both Leiſure and 
Opportunity. If Men ſhall be judged for every idle 
Mord, to be ſure they ſhall not paſs unpunifh'd for 
all the Neglects and Omiſſions of their Duty of this 
Nature. But to proceed, „„ 
TO this Duty of fervent Prayer, the 
Communicant ſhould ſpend ſome Por- 
tion of time in Reading and Medita- 
tion, to raiſe his Soul into a Devout and Hea- 
venly Temper : The proper Office of Reading is, 
to gain Spiritual Food and Suſtenance, and of Me- 
ditation to digeſt it. Thoſe Divine Subjects, moſt pro- 
per for our ſerious Contemplation, on this ſolemn Oc- 
cCaſion, I think, are our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount; 
the Love of God in the Salvation of Sinners, through Feſus 
1 Cbriſt, Repentance, Faith, Charity, Death 
"  Chriftian's Preps- * and Fudgment; the happy Condition of a 
rative to Death, future State of Bleſſedneſs, and the miſerable 
ce. Tranſlated Condition of the Damned in Hell. Theſe 
from wie 7;" and the like, as they offer themſelves 
vr a earnings unto you, ſhould be meditated upon 
until ſome Sorrow of Mind, ſome Ardour of Devo- 
tion, ſome Act of Faith, ſome Flame of Love and 
Charity ariſe in your Souls. PL 85 
Ins have L briefly repreſented to you both 
the Nature and Neceſſity of a Sacramental Preparation, 
which in a great meaſure contains the whole Duty 
of a Chriſtian's Life, viz. Repentance towards God, 
Faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and Charity towards 
8 = our 


Reading and 
Meditation. 


\ 
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S as . And I alſo hope, whoſoever amo 

gs — will but endeavour to prepare themſelves for the j 
Ee) Communion, according to the fore-mentiqn- ; 
en n Bede may (by the Help of God) upon Al | 


It n come to the Lord's Table without the 
80 | leaſt Fear or Danger of n and drinking Dam-: 
Y3 nation to tbemſelves. 
ri- AN p, now ſome People may cenſure this Diſ- 
ay | courſe, as giving too great Liberty and Encourage- = 
nd ment to approach the Lord's Table with leſs Prepara- 
die | tion than otherwiſe Men would venture to do: But L 
for know no Ground or Reaſon for any ſuch ouggottion, 
his if they impartiaily conſider the Er 

| cellence and Perfection of that Church-Catechiſm. 
he | Guide and Companion J have fol- 


Or- lowed throughout the whole: And to re preſent this 
ta- [ Duty of frequent Communion otherwiſe than what 
9 the Church requires, is an Injury both to Gad and to 
15, our ſelves : and I dare affirm, that no Part of Divine 
le- Worſhip has ſuffered more on this Account, than that 


o- | of che Holy Communion, Thouſands of People not 
Dc. daring {in alkchcir Life- time, tho very good Livers] 
* to partake of the Lord's Supper, for fear of eating 
and drinking their own Damnation. 
ath 4 3 Prayers 
f a IHE London new Method and Art of reaching Children to to 

| 4 Spell and Read; ſo as they may, without the Help of any 


eſe other Books, read the Bible in Jeſs than twelve Months: Note, 
This Way of Teaching is approv'd by moſt School-Maſters as the 


ar beſt. Price bound 6#. with great Allowance to thoſe who fell 
on or give them away. Note, There are ſome printed on Fine Pa- 
O- per, bound up with Cuts Price 8 4. 

nd Arithmetick made Eaſie, according to the New Method now 


| taught and practis'd in London. Wherein the Rules of that ne- 
| ceſſary Art are briefly explain d, and illuſtrated with ſuch familiar 

Yth Rramples as may ſuit the meaneſt Ca pacity, if they deſire to learn 
ion, it. To which is added a Succinct Treatiſe of Decimal Frafions, y 
ity with compleat Tables, Rules, and Examples demonſtrating the 
ö ſame. The like not extant in any other Treatiſe of this Nature. 

17 The Fourth Edition. By John Copeland, Writing-Maſter. | 
22888 Both Sold by Edmund Parker at the Bible and Crown in 
our | Lombard-ſtreer, near Stocks-Market, 
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Preparative to a 


Sacramental Preparation, 
| According to | 
What the Church of England requires 

from her Communicants. 


A Prayer to God for his pracious Aſſiſtance and Di- 
rection, in our Sacramental Preparation. 


-. 


of thy Majeſty, and of thy Glo- 
ry : I tne unworthieſt of all Crea- 
tures, do here, in all Humilicy of 


©, * 
rr 


before thee, acknowledging my own 


Weakneſs and Inſufficiency to do any thing that 


is good or well-pleaſing in thy Sight; and therefore 
humbly implore the ſpecial Influence of thy Grace 
and Holy Spirit, to further theſe my Endeavours for 
a worthy Participation of this Holy Communion of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, which he has com- 


manded me to do in remembrance of him, and of thoſe 


Benefits which we receive thereby. Teach me, O 


Lord, the right Way, and lead me in the Paths of 


holy Preparation, that I may be received as a wor- 


thy and welcome Gueſt at this thy Heavenly Table ;. 


poſſeſs 


— 


OLY, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sa- 
bach, Heaven and Earth are full 


Soul and Body, proftrate my ſelf 
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poſſeſs my Mind with a true Senſe of the Greatneſs 


of this Myſtery, and the Excellency of thy Mercy, in 


preparing this Table for our Spiritual Food: Inſpire 
my Soul with pure and pious Diſpoſitions, and in- 
ſtead of thoſe filthy Rags of my Righteouſneſs, cloath 
me with the Righteouſneſs of the Saints, that my 
Heart may be a clean, tho' homely Receptacle for 
my Saviour, and fitted for the Society of that Ce- 
leſtial Company, which are to be met with at this 
ſacred Solemnity, thro' Feſws Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
Our Father, &c. See Pſal. 23, 26, 1II. 

A Prayer for the Gift and Grace of Repentance,  _ 

LIGHT Y and er God, who art of 

purer Eyes than to. behold Iniquity, and baſt more 

eſpecially enjoined all thoſe who compaſs thine Altar, to 
waſh their Hands in Innocency, vouchſafe me unfeigned 
Repentance for my paſt Sins, a hearty Sorrow and 


Contrition of Spirit to lament my Sinfulneſs, and 
moſt firm and ſtedfaſt Purpoſes to lead a new Life. It 
is the Voice of thy wondrous Goodneſs and Mercy, 
That if the Wicked will forſake his Ways, and the unrigh- 


teous Man his Thoughts, thou wilt have Mercy upon him, 
and abundantly pardon him. O let thy Goodneſs (where- 
of I have had fo great a Share, and plentiful Experi- 
ence) lead me to Repentance not to be repented of, that 1 
may be a fit Gueſt at thy Son's Table: Have Mercy 
upon me, O Lord, and according to the Multitude of thy 
tender Mercies, blot out all my Tranſgreſſions for thy Mercies 
ſake, in Chriſt Feſus, the Son of thy Love, whom thou haſt 
ſet forth to be the Propitiation for our Sins. Grant this, 
O merciful Father, for the Sake of my bleſſed Savi- 
our and Redeemer. Amen. See Pſal. 6, 25, 32, 38. 
4 Prayer before Self- Examination, „ 
NJ Loxo, thou that art the Searcher of all our Hearts, 
| and a Diſcerner of the very Thoughts, and in whoſe 
Sight all Things are naked and open, be pleaſed to im- 
part a Ray of thy Heavenly Light, to diſcover all 
the Sins and Infirmities of my paſt Life, and what- 
1 ſoerer 
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foever elſe thou knoweſt wherein J have done amiſs, 
that hence-forward no ſecret Sin may lie undiſcover- 
ed and corrupted in my Soul, that by examining my 
Life and Converſation by thy Law, the Rule and 
Meaſure of my Duty, I may underſtand the true 
State and Condition of my Soul, and from a juſt 
Senſe and Sight of all my Tranſgreſſions, through 
the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace and Heavenly Benedicti- 
on, I may be enabled to reform my Life, and to 
turn my Feet unto thy Teſtimonies, ſo faithfully to ſearch 
and examine my own Conſcience, that I may come 
holy and clean to that Heavenly Feaft, and be re- 
ceived as 2 worthy Partaker of that Holy Table 
which thou haſt called me ro : Grant this for :thy 
Mercies ſake in Chriſt Feſus. Amen. See Pſal. 139. 


| B £ ief Heads | f Se If Examination upon each 


Commandment, 


| Commandment” I. | 
N HHOC' I have not Atheiſtically denied the Being 
[I ofaGod,orwickedly renounced Him by Apo- 
© ftacy, yet have I not loved, deſired and delighted 
jn other things more than in God? Or, have I not 
© feared Men, and dreaded the Diſpleaſure of the 
World more than God? Or, have I not truſted in 
Mien, and relied upon the World more than up- 
on God? Have I not deſpaired of God's Mercy? 
Or, by perſuming too much upon it, encouraged 
my ſelf in Sin 2 Have I not been unthankful for 
© Mercies received? Or, have I not aſcribed the 
Glory and Honour of what IJ now enjoy to my 
© ſelf, more than to God? (Say) God be merciful to 
me a Sinner, and lay not this (or theſe) Sins to my 
* Charge. Repeat the ſame at the End of every 
© Commandment. e 1 N 
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God, yet have I nor lightly, or irreverently ſpo- 
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HA I not been ſtubborn, irreverent, and 
© undutiful towards my Parents, rejecting their 


c 
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> - II. : ON 
"M Tu 0 T have not Epſhippea God by Imag es, 

yet have I not entertained groſs and falſe Ben 
tions of him? Or, have I not wilfully omitted 
coming to Church, or to the publick Prayers, 

when I had no juſt Occaſion to hinder me ? Or, 

have I not rudely, irreverently, 6r wantonly be. 
haved my ſelf during the Time of Divine Service ? 
Or, have I not wilfully refuſed to come to the 
Lord' s Supper,when I have been called to it? Or, 
have I not raſhly and unadviſedly received the 
* Sacrament without a Preparation? Or, have If 
© not broken my Vous and Reſolutions which 1 then 
made? A 

| Uh a 
"IE I hire not 8 blaſphemed the Name of 


© ken of him ? Or, have I prophanely jeſted upon, 


or abuſed his Holy Places or Perſons, or any thing 


* elfe dedicated to his Service? Or, have I not taken 
God's Name in vain, by common Swearing and 
Curſing.? Or, 
ful Onths ? Or have I not broken my own Vows 
and Reſolutions, * my Baptiſmal? 


8 1 avs I not neglected the Worſhip of God on 
© his'Sabbarhs ? Have I not ſpent part thereof in 


k vain Sports, idle Diſcourſes, Viſits, and many other 


unneceſſary Buſineſſes ? Or, have I not iuffered 
others to prophane the Sabbath, when it was in 
my Power to reſtrain them from ſo doing ? | 


fo 1 - 4 4 w 4 2 4 23 
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Counſels, deſpiſing their Government, and covet- 


ing their Eſtates before their Death? "Or, have 1 


not contributed 18 their” Neceflicies when 


& they 


* 


have I not taken falſe and unlaw- 
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they were in Want, and I had it to help them? 
Or, have I not been diſloyal to my Prince, ſtub- 
© born and unfaithful to my Maſter, refractory and 
© unthankful to my Miniſter, peeviſh and unkind ta 
* my Friend ee, „„ 
© TIF I have not actually taken away the Life of any 
Perſon, yet have I not made my Neighbour's Life 
© grievous by Oppreſſion, Rage and Violence againſt 
him? Or, have I not by Fighting or Quarrel- 
ing wounded his Perſon ? Or, have I not tempted || « 
him by any other Vice or Intemperance, to deſtroy || | 
© his Health, and fo fhorten his Days? Or, have 
© I not, by falſe and contumelious Speeches woun- 
© ded his good Name ang Reputation? Or, have I | 
not, by my own Luxury and Intemperance in | 
Eating and Drinking, been acceſlary ta my 
© own Death? = 5 „ 
„ Vil cre; | 
© IF I have eſcaped the groffer Acts of Adultery 
© and Fornication, yet have I not conceived Luſt 
© in my Heart, and negle&ed the Means to preſerve 
© my own and others Chaſtity 2 Or, have I not by 
© Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, or any other impure 
© Thoughts, defiled my Soul? Or, have I not ac- 
© cuſtomed my ſelf to filthy Talking, Jeſting.and im- 
© modeſt Garbs, and unchaſt Behaviour in com- 
© mon Converſation? 8 
© IF have not been guilty of common and pub- | 
© lick Stealing, yet have I been true and juſt in all my 
Dealings? Or, have I not contracted Debts, when 
© I was conſcious to my ſelf that.I was not able to 


© pay, or make Reftitution? Or, have I not waſted 
my own, or others Eftates by riotous living? | * 
© Or, have I not by Violence and Oppreſſion, ex- 


© aced of my Inferiors, or by unlawful Uſury taken 
Advantage of their Neceſlities 2 *IF 


IF 


*w 


IX 


: © Ty L have not before che Magiſtrate ſworn falſl , 
© againft any Man, yet have I not accuſtomed my felf 


© to Lying and Slandering ? Or, have I not accuſed 
my Neighbour unjuſtly ? Or, have I not conceal. 
ed the Truth of another, when Juſtice and Charity 
© obliged me to give Evidence of it? Or, have I not 
* unjuſtly ſought to uphold, or to blaſt my ow ot 
oi EH "OR e 2201 


HA I not ſecretly complained againſt the Pro- 
© vidence of God, as if others had too much, and F 
* too little? Or, have I not by unlawful Means en- 
© deavoured to deprive others of their Goods and 
© Proſperity ? Or, have I laboured truly and faich- 
© fully to get my own Living,and to be content with 
: m_ State of Lifeunto which it hath pleaſed God to 
CA me?: F313 24 5 | y E59;%/ 


* 
— 


Penitential Confeſſion of Sim, with an humble S application » 
Peer Mercy and Forgiveneſs. | 


A LMIGHTY and Everlaſting God, who hateſt 


nothing that thou haſt made, and doſt forgive 
the Sins of all them that are penitent, create and 
make in me a new and contrite Heart, 
tnat I, worthily lamenting my Sins, pet —_ 
and acknowledging my Wretchedneſs, moſt 8 
may obtain of thee, the God of all Sins. 
Mergy, perfect Remiſſion and Forgive- 


neſs, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. See Pſal. 51. 
6, 32, 38. 5 . 


An Ad of Contrition. 


Aru, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and before thee, 


and am no more worthy to be called thy Son; Wo is 
me, O Lord, who was conceived and born in Sin; the 


Thoughts of my Heart are inclined unto Evil from 


my Youth ; wo is me, chat have ſinned againſt thee 
| 1 $65 \ = | „55 my * 
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40 Prayers and Meditations." 
my Creator and kind Benefactor! Lord, I have done 


. : 5 v% 4 1 
i 
* 


© 1 


Evil continually :in thy Sight, and. my Life hath 
been little elſe than one continual Courſe of Impiety, 


Unthankfulneſs, and of unworthy Returns for all thy 
Goodneſs and loying Kindneſs to me! Wo is me, that 


I ſhould thus requite;the Lord. O that my Head were Wa- 


ters, and mine Eyes a Fountain. of Tears, that I might- 


weep Day and Nizgbt for my Sin O gracious Lord, ; 
look on me as thou didft on the Apoſtle St. Peter, 


and let thy compaſſionate Look ſo pierce my ſtony 
Heart, that I may weep bitterly. for my Sins, and produce 
zn me that Godly Sorrow which worketh unto Salvation, not 
to be repented of, for Feſus's ſake. Amen. , See Pſal, 25. 
1 5 A Reſolution to lead a new Liſ. 
X ND now, O Lord, Ido got only with great 
Shame and Confuſion of Face confeſs and be- 
wail the Sinfulneſs and Vanity of my whole Life; 
but I do ſtedfaſtly reſolve and purpoſe (through the 
Aſſiſtance of thy Grace and Holy Spirit directing 
me) to * renounce the Devil and all his Works, the 


1 Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, and all 


- ©the Luſts of the Fleſh. .:Be. pleaſed, O Lord, to 
Rrengthen and confirm all theſe good Reſolutions in 
me,: And I heartily thank thee, O Heavenly Fa- 


ther, for calling me to the State of Salvation, thro". 


Feſus Chriſt my Saviour, .who died for my Sins, and roſe 
again for my Fuftification ; and I humbly beſeech thee, 
for his ſake, to give me Gsace to continue in the 
ſame unto my Life's End. Amen. See Pſal. 1. 2, 24, 
25. 119, SG ; ELL 15 3333 
A Prayer for Faith in God's Mercy through Cbriſt. 
LmicuTty God, our Heavenly Father, who 
for the more Confirmation of our Faith and 
Confidence in thy Mercy, haſt in thy Holy Goſpel 
declared, That whoſoever belie veth in thy Son Feſus Chriſt, 
ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſugng Life; and that this is, 
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Life eternal to know thee, the only: true God, and Feſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. Increaſe this Knowledge, 
and confirm this Faith in me evermore! O let me 
not reſt in a dead Faith, but that I may have ſuch a 
lively Faith, as will ſhew eit {elf by Love and good 
Works; ſuch à victorious Faith, which may enable 
me to overcome the World, and conform me to the 
Image of thy Son Feſus Chriſt, in whom I believe! 
O grant me ſuch a due Senſe of thy infinite Mercy, 


ſhewed to Mankind in ſo much Miſery, as may ne- 


ver depart out of my Mind! I ſtedfaſtly believe, O 
bleſſed Jeſus, that thou didſt ſuffer upon the Croſs to 
ſave me and all the World, from the Guilt and Pu- 
niſhment of our Sins. O give me that Grace, that I 
may die to Sin, and riſe again unto Righteouſneſs! 
Accept of my imperfe& Sorrow, Repentance, Faith 
and imperfe& Reſolutions ; and let the precious Me- 
rits of my Crucified Saviour ſupply all my Wants 
and; Imperfections. Thou haſt ſaid, Come unto me all 


ye f that are weary and bea v : laden, and I will refreſh Jou. 


O- bleſſed" Jeſus, I come unto. thee in all Humility, 


and deeply ſenſible of my great Unworthineſs; O do 
thou bear this Burthen of Sin for me, and refreſh: 


me with comfortable Hopes of thy Mercy and For- 
giveneſs, and the Truth of thy Salvation! Grant 
this, O merciful Father, through the fame thy Son 
Jeſus  Chrift. Amen. See Pſal. 19. 57. Epb. 2. 6, 11. 

A thankful. Remembrance of the Deat of Chriſt, 

A LICHT God, ®our Heavenly Father, who 

of thy tender Mercy didft give thine only 

© Son Feſus Chriſt to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs for 
our Redemption, and haſt inſtituted and ordained . 
Holy Myſteries as Pledges of his Love, and for a 


8 1 
0 bo | 


© continual Remembrance of his Death and Paſſion, 


© to.Our great and endlefs Comfort. Behold, I do 


moſt -affe&ionately, and with all the Powers of mx 


Soul and Body; return my moſt hearty Praife and 
x : 2 L - "Thank 


42 Prayers and Meditations, 
Thankſgiwing for thy great Mercy and tender Com- 


paſſion to me and all Mankind, in ſending thine on- 


ly Son into the World to redeem us from Sin and 


| Miſery, and by his meritorious Death and Paſſion, 


to purchaſe for us eternal Life. Grant, O Lord, 


that I may always moſt gratefully remember this ex- 


ceeding Love of my only Saviour Feſus Cbriſt, thus 


Heavenly Affections, as may diſpoſe my Heart to 


dying for me ; and work in me all ſuch Holy and 


be a worthy Gueſt at thy Holy Table, prepared for 


the continual Remembrance of the Sacrifice of the 
Death of Chriſt, and of thoſe Benefits which we re- 


ceive thereby. Praiſe ye the Lord, O:my Soul, and for- 


1 


get not all his Benefits, who forgiveth all thy Sin and heal. 


ED 


eth all thine Infirmities, who ſawveth thy Life from Deſtrutti-. 
on, and crowneth thee with Mercy and Loving kindneſs, 
See Pſal. 103. 2, 3, 4. 15 nn 
: A Prayer for the Grace of Charity, - + 
LoxD, who haſt taught us, that all ourDoings, 
without Charity, are nothing worth ; ſend thy 


Holy Ghoſt, and pour into my Heart that moſt ex- 


cellent Gift of Charity, the very Bond of Peace, and 


of all Vertues, without which, whoſoever liveth, is 


counted dead before thee ; more eſpecially, when I 


-am going to commemorate the unſpeakable Love 


of my Bleſſed Saviour in dying for me, let not my 
Heart be deſtitute of Love towards my Brethren; ex- 


tend thy Mercy and Forgiveneſs to all mine Ene- 


mies, Perſecutors and Slafiderers, and turn their 


for Mercy and Forgivene 


Hearts ; which I as ee, beg for them, as T hope 
s at thy Hands, Poſſeſs 


me with Kindneſs and Good-will for all Mankind, 


afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind, Bod 


eo, 


that my Faith may work by Love, and diſpoſe my Heart, 
according to my Ability, to adminiſter towards 
the Wants and Neceſſities of thoſe who are any ways 
or Eſtate, and 
to do unto all Men as I would they ſhould do unto 
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me, and give me that Charity which covereth a Mul- 


=: 


titude of Sins, that by doing Good for Evil, all Men 
may know that I am thy Diſciple. Grant this for 


Feſus's ſake. Amen. See Pſal, 15. 133. 41. 112. Matth, -. 
25. 34. 41. Matth. 18. 21. 1 Cor. 13. 1 


* 
n 3 f 


A Prayer the Morning you intend ta 
ew EEE 


Mos r Gracious and Eternal Lord God, thou 
' haſt called all ſuch who are weary and beauy 
laden to come unto thee, by Faith and Repentance, 
and thou wilt . refreſh them. In Affiance of this thy 
racious Invitation, I will come to thy Heavenly 
able, not truſting in my own Righteouſneſs, but 
in thy manifold and great Mercies, and altho”L 
am not worthy ſo much as to gather up the Crumbs 
that fall from thy Table, yet ſince it's thy Pro- 
perty always to have Mercy, I will not deſpair of 
a kind Reception: Forgive my Want of a due Pre- 
paration and accept of my ſincere Deſire to per- 
form an acceptable Service unto thee-; Cloath me 
with the wedding Garment, even the Graces of the 
Goſpel, and then Iam ſure I ſhall be a welcome 
Gueft at thy Table, whenI ſhall come thither in 


the Likeneſs of thy Son Feſus Chriſt, in whom thou 


art well-pleaſed. Poſſeſs my Soul with a lively Faith, 
profound Humility, filial Obedience, inflamed Affections, 
and wniverſal Charity, that ſo I may become a wor- 
thy Partaker of thoſe Holy Myſteries, to my great 
and endleſs Comfort : Grant this, O Heavenly Fa- 
ther, if it be thy bleſſed Will, through Feſus Chriſt, 


Amen, Our Father, &c. See Pſal. 23.25, 26. 
VP 


Short Prayers and 1 * the Miniſter a at 
Church begins the Communion-Service. 


At going up to the e 

ä the Multitude of thy tender Mer- 

dcics, O Lord God, do I now ap- 
proach thine Altar, O pardon my 
Sins, and look not upon my Unwor- 
thineſs, (for Iam a ſinful Creature, 
O Lord) but upon theſe Motives 
which, drew me. hither, even m 
own . and thy tender Mercies; therefore help 
me to ſupply in Humi:icy what I want in Worthi- 
neſs, and let my bended Knees and contrite Heart 
ſhew that I durſt not have adventured hither, had 
notthy Mercy held out the Golden Sceptre, and faid, 
Come unto me all ye that labour, .and are heavy . and 


1 will 8 rene you, | 
At giving Jour Alm. 
ON oR D, who didſt not deſpiſethe Widow Mite, 
| accept ofthis little which I freely offer towards 
the Relief of any of thy poor Members, Mark 12.42. 


When the Prieſt is ſetting in Order the Elements 
to be conſecrated, 

TTENIU, O Lord: God, from thy holy Habitation, 
aud from the glorious Throne of thy King come 
down and ſanctifie us, 
| When che Prieſt hiwſelf Communicates. c 

HE. Lord hear thee, the Lord remember all thy Offer- 

ings, and acce v4 thy Sac l grant thee thy Heart's 

Bae. ire, and * 3 Mind; the Lord fulfil all thy 


Petitions 
\ 


g 


ha 
i 


„„ En - — 


A 15 " 


- "Ps an Malter . 
Petitions, both for thy felf, 25 us, and for all 5 People. 
Amen. | 


Iden you receive the Bread. 


OrD, I am not worthy of the Crumbs which 
Ei fall from thy Table, and yet thou giveſt unto me 
at (the Bread of Life. Evermore give me this Bread, ibat I 
may eat hereof, and not die eternally, John 6. 34, 50. 


— ne Receiving of the Bread. 
TOT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto 


thy Name give the Praiſe for thy bh Mer- 
Ys and for thy Truth ſake. 


my Before the Receiving of the Cup. 
ral HAT Reward ſhall J give unto the Lord for | 
80 all the Benefits he hath done unto me? 1 


my ill receive the Cup of Salvation, and call upon the 
p Name of the Lord. | 


1 
hl. After Drinking. . . 
art RB D L Ess be God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
nad D Chrif, for his unſpeakable Gift in whom we 
id, flhave Redemption through his Blood, even 1 For- 
and giveneſs of our Sins. 


| When you retire from the Nias 


n I E Ss the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me 
0 bleſs his holy Name ; ; 27 the Lord, O my Soul, and 
forget not all his Benefits ; who forgiveth all thine Iniquities, 
and healeth all thy Diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy Life from 
Deſtruction, and crowneth thee with loving Kindneſs and 

ender Merciess O let that Heavenly Food, which 
_ haſt ſo lately fed me with, transfuſe new Life, 
an 1 Vigour into my Soul, and into the Souls of 
I thoſe who have beeh Partakers with me of this 
TIoly Communion, that our Faith, Hope and Chatity 
ay daily increaſe, and that we may all grow 
race, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Telus 


brif, Amen and Amen. See Pſal. 8. 23. 66. 13. 
D 2 | | Prayers 
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Prayers and Meditations, which may be joyned to the 


0 


former, where the Communions are large. 


—_—S__— 


NIICHT EN, O Lord, the Eyes of my Under: 
IL, ſtanding with:the Light of Faith and Wiſdom, 
that I may ever look on thee my Redeemer, as the 
Way, the Truth and the Life, which leadeth unto 
Eternal Life What am I, Lord, and what is my Fa- 
ther's Houſe, that thou ſhouid'ſt thus follow me with 
thy Bleflings ? I was created by thee and for thee, 
and may'ſt thou ever be the Comfort of my Soul--- 
Good FJeſus, my Hope and only Refuge, I here ren- 
der thee hearty Thanks for-all thy Sufferings, and I 


_ Aſpirations for a Devout Communicant. 


beg that I may find Shelter in thy Wounds againſt 


vine Aſſiſtance, or forget what thou haſt ſuffered for 
me Take from me all Self. Love, and give me per- 


all Enemies; Ghoſtly and Bodily: Imprint the Me- 


mory of them faſt in my Heart, that I may love 


thee, and in all my Sufferings, never want thy Di- 


fect Love for thee, the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt 


whom than haſt. ſent, that I may now be more faith- 


ful in my Duty; and let nothing for the future put 


me out of my way---O that I could ever remember 


thee, think of thee, and delight in thee alone, and 
love thee only, who haſt loved us, and waſhed us 
with thy moſt precious Blood from the Guilt of our 
Sins---O that my Senſes may ever be ſhut againſt all 
Vanity and Sin, that my Mind being free from all 
fruicleſs Solicitude and Fear, I may fix my Heart 
there where true Joys are only to be found---From 
henceforth I will only ſeek thee, my only Good; 


my Aff ections and Deſires ſhall be fixed on thee, in 
whoſe Preſence there is Fulneſs of Joys, and at whoſe Right 
Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore---My Will I now 
reſign into thy Hands, deſiring that thy Will oy 
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be mine, both now and for ever. Be thou my In- 
ſtructor and Director in all things, that I may never 


do or ſpeak, deſire or think any thing but what is 
according to thy good Will -— ↄ() 


2. J Am thy Servant, O Lord, O give me Under- 

1 ſtanding according to thy Word, that I may 
learn thy Commandments, and lay aſide all Intereſt, 
beſide that of Heaven ! O ſweet Feſus, Fountain of 
all Goodneſs, guide my Feet in thy Paths, and teach 
me to do thy Will: Diſengage my Heart from all 
unprofitable Sollicitude and vain Affectation; and 
though I live here upon Earth, yet raiſe my Affe- 
ctions on things above. How ſweet, O Lord, is thy 
Spirit, how pleaſant to my Lips are the Words of 
thy Mouth! O that I could ever be mindful of them, 
to fulfil thy Laws, make me die daily to the World 
and all ics Copcupiſcences, and let the Greatneſs of 


thy Love make all that is Earthiy appear as nothing 
to me; protect me againſt mine Enemies, and in all 


Dangers appear in my Defence, make haſte to help 
me, O God, and ſay unto my Soul, I am thy Salva- 


tion. Remember thou art my Father, and have Com- 


paſſion on my poor diſtreſſed Soul; cloath it with 
all Vertues, and feed it with thy Grace, for it be- 
longs to the Father to take care of his Child. in 
thee I live, ſweet Jeſus, for thy ſake I deſire to die; 
both living and dying I will ever profeſs that thou 
art Good, and that thy Mercy endures for ever. 


2. That I could now give thee,O Lord, all that 
Praiſe, Glory, and Honour, with which the 
Angels and Bleſſed Spirits glorifie thee in Hea- 


ven; But becauſe I am unable to do this, accept at 


leaſt, this my Deſire and good Will. Deliver me, O 
God, from every Thing that is contrary to thy Will, 
and be pleaſed ſo to 0 of my Soul as may I 
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for thy Glory and Honour : I ſurrender my ſelf into 
thy Hands, and entirely reſolve to ſubmit to that | 
State of Life thou ſhalt pleaſe to appoint me, and if 
it be more for thy Honour that I ſuffer, - I chearfully 
accept it; not my Will but thine be done. Let nothing be 
now my Comfort but thou Lord Teſu, and nothing 
afflict me but my Sins; and whatever elſe is diſplea- 
ſing to thy Divine Majeſty. O bleſſed Feſus, Life 
Eternal, by whom I live, and without whom I die, 

grant chat 1 may now be united to thee, and in the 
Embraces of thy Holy Love and Divine Will, I may 
reſt for ever. When ſhall I fee thee, O ſweet Savi- 
our, when ſhall I appear before thy Face, when ſhall 
J ſee thee in the Land of the Living! Till then, I 
ſigh and bewail my Baniſhment, deſiring to be diffol- 


ved, and to be with Chriſt. 


If theſe Ejaculations are not ſufficient, ut the 
Poſt-Communion begins, you may enlarge them, by 


reading more or leſs of cheſe e Places in 


Scripture, viz. 

For Grace to love God's Law, Pſal. I 9. 1 8 88 

For a Holy Life, Plal. 85. 

For Salvation and Eternal 7 Pſal. 16. 24. 

For Aſſurance of God's Care and Protection, Pſal. 37- 
Fer the Comfort of God's Haly Spirit, Pſal. 34. 

For the Grace of Humility, Pſal. 13 f. 

For Devotion in Religion, PA 27. 

' Thankſgiving for God's Mercies, Pſal. 103. 1 36, I ot. 
For pandon of Sins, Plal. 85. 106. 116. 


For e by Chriſt, Plal. 98. 118. . 


4n Ad of Thankfulneſ, and Reſolution, before the 
Poſi-Communion begins, 
JR AISE the Lord, O. my Soul, and all that i is within 
me bleſs bis Holy Name, for now I find the Mer- 
cy, che Peace, the Comfort and the Grace which 


flows from this Fountain of Spiritual Communion 


with 


hin 
er- 
ich 
ion 
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with Chriſt : Let all the World know what he hath 


done fot my Soul ; he hath reſcued me; and many 
of theſe my poor Brethren, from the nethermoſt 
Hell: Wherefore, I will love thee, O Holy Fefu, - 
more than I can expreſs, and live and die in that 


- moſt Holy Religion which thou haſt revealed to me. 


O ler me never pollute that Body, or defile that 


Soul, which the Saviour of + the World: delights to dwell 


in! O let no Oaths or Lyings, Back-Bitings and 
Slanderings, prophane thoſe Lips, no Obſcenity or 
Intemperance pollute that Mouth through which 


theſe Holy Symbols have ſo lately paſſed : For 


which freſh Inſtance of thy Mercy and Goodneſs, I 
will praiſe thy Holy Name, beſeeching thee to 
keep me in this Temper and Reſolution of Mind, 
until Death is ſwallowed up in Victory, for thy Son 
Feſus Chriſt's fake. Amen. | 5 | 
Prayer againſt evil and perplexing Thoughts, 
O not far from me, O Lord my Ged, make haſte to 
G belp me, for corrupt Imaginations are perpetu- 
ally riſing in my Breaft, and innumerable Fears and 


Sorrows, cloſe me on every ſide. Be pleaſed, O' - 


Gracious Lord, in this Perplexiry, to refreſh. my 
Soul with ſome ſpeedy Comfort, ſcatter and diſperſe 
all theſe dark and ſinful Thoughts which haunt my. 
Soul, by ſhedding abroad. the Light of thy Grace 
into my. Heart; for, in the Extremity of this my 
Grief, this is my only Hope and Comfort, that I 
can take Sanctuary in thy Goodneſs, repoſe my 
Confidence, and caſt all my Care and Burthen on 


thee, who never faileſt them that call upon thee x 


give me Patience under theſe Adverſities, and a 
happy Iſſue our of all theſe Afflictions, both of Bo- 
dy and Mind. Turn thee unto me and have Mercy upon 
me, for I am deſolate and in Miſery, the Sorrows of my 
Hoart are enlarged ; O bring thou me out of all my Troubles: 


Look upon my Adverſity and Miſery, and forgive me all 
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50 Prayers and Meditation 
my Sin; O keep my Soul and deliver me! Let me not be 
confounded, for I bave put my Truſt in thee, through 


Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. See Pſal. 6. 102. 34. 


W 


Upon Chriſtmas-Day, and Seven Days after, you may add 
, theſe to your other Devotions, | 
Deſire, O Lord, to bleſs and praiſe thine infinite 
Goodneſs, which took Compaſſion upon Man- 
kind in his greateſt Miſery, and haſt provided ſo ad- 


mirable a Remedy, by ſending thine only begotten 


Son to recover our corrupt and degenerate Nature, 
and by the Purity of his Doctrine, and the Example 
of his Lite, and the Sacrifice of his Death, to pur- 


chaſe eternal Happinefs for us. Grant, O Lord, that 


through the A ſſiſtance of thy Grace and Heavenly 
HBenediction, 1 may daily comply with thoſe great 
Things which thou haſt done and deſigned for my 
Salvation. Poſſeſs my Soul with Purity and Piety, 
and all other Chriſtian Graces and Vertues, that /iv- 

ing ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent World, I 


may hereafter dwell with thee, O Father of Mercies and 


Gd of all Comfort, in thoſe Manſions of Blifs and Glo- 
ry which thou haſt prepared for them that love thee. 
Amen, See Pſal 19. 89. 45. „ 

4 Eafter-Day, and Seven Days after. - 
B LE SSE Dp Jeſus,who haſttriumphed over the Pow- 
| er of Darkneſs, and conquered Hell and the 

Grave, and who, by thy glorious Reſurrection, haſt 
made known the Power of thy Divinity, and proved 
thy ſelf the true Meſſias, keep me ſtedfaſt in this 
Faith; and grant, that all the Actions of my Life 


may teſtifie the Reality and Sincerity of my Belief, 
by a ſuitable Converſation, that I may riſe from the 


Death of Sin unto the Life of Righteouſneſs, that as 

I am buried with thee by Bapriſm, I may hence-for- 

ward mortifie all my corrupt Luſts and — 
| | , an 
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Prayers aud Me 


Living, that departing this Life in thy Faith and 


Fear, I may have my perfect Conſummation and Bliſe 


both in Body and Soul, in thy eternal and everlaſſ- 


ing Kingdom, through the ſame thy Son our Savi- 
our Feſus Chriſt, Amen. See Pſal. 2. 57. 111. | 


_ Whitſunday, and Seven Days after. 
Lon my God, who by thy Son our Saviour 


Teſus Chriſt haft promiſed the Aſſiſtance of thy 


Holy Spirit to all that ask it of thee ; I beſeech thee 
always to direct my Ways and Actions, the Thoughts 
and Intentions of my Heart, by the Light of thy 
Holy Spirit. Let him be unto me a Spirit of Sancti. 


fication, to purifie my corrupt Nature, a Spirit of 
Counſel in all my Difficulties ; of Direction in all my 


Doubts, Fears and Scruples ; of Courage in all my 
Dangers ; of Conſtancy and Conſolation to me under all 
my Perſecutions and Sufferings, eſpecially in time 
of Sickneſs, and at the Hour of Dearth, that being 
governed and guided by his Divine Influence and 


Direction, I may paſs through all the Changes and, 


Chances of this mortal Life, till he brings me to e- 
verlaſtipg Life, there to reign with thee, O bleſſed 
Feſu, World without End. Amen. See Pſal. 34. 42, 
45s 1 %; | „ ö ; 
Trinity-Sunday, and Seven Days after, 
Loy be to thee, O God the Father, for cre- 


I ating me after thine own Image, capable of 
loving thee, ard enjoy ing thee eternally ; for re- 
covering me from a State of Sin and Miſery, when 


I had Joſt and undone my felf----Glory be to thee, 


O God the Son, for undertaking the wonderful 


Work of Man's Redemption, for reſcuing me from 
the S.avery of Sin, and the Dominion of Satan; for 
the Accompliſhing this miraculous Work of our Sal- 


vation, thou dicſt deſcend from Heaven, and didſt 


put on the Form of a Servant, live a Miſerable _ 
| | 3 5 and 


wms 9 1 W bs Ix 2 oF a , 
D * e N 3 8 * e * T_T ot; > 
q 2 * — % E * „„ . 3 * 
** « 1 


e 
* * 4 


and daily proceed in all Vertue and Godlineſs of 


; 27 * 3 - 
n 
3 * 


- 0 af * 


N 7” nun . _ 3 N * a 
' RG Ss EEE * 9 Tv 
7 8 © tka -. * Y * * - 
© * 18 1 — 
. * 
* . 


52 Prayers and Meditations, — 
and die a painful and accurſed Death----Glory be to 
thee, O God the Holy. Ghoſt, for thoſe miraculous 
Gifts and Graces thou didſt beftow upon the Apo- 
ſtles, and for thoſe ordinary Gifts, whereby ſincere 
Chriſtians in all Ages are enabled to work out their 


Salvation, for thy preventing and reſtraining Grace 


for the ſubduing our Underſtandings and Affections 
to the Obedience of Faith and Godlineſs; for inſpiring 
us with good Thoughts, and kindling good Deſires 
in our Souls; for aſſiſting us in all the Methods of 
procuring eternal Happineſs----Blefling and Honour, 
Thank giving and Praiſe, more than I can expreſs 
and conceive, be unto thee, O Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, for ever and ever. Amen, See Pſal. 2. 
F W 
After the Blefling, viz. The Peace of God, &c. 
RAN T, O Lord, that we, and all thy Servants, who 


1 by Faith and Sacramental Participations, have this | 
Day communicated with the Lord Feſus, may obtain Remiſ- 


fron of our Sins, and be confirmed in Piety towards God, and 
+ in Charity towards our Neighbour ; and may be delivered 
from the Power and Temptations of Satan; and being filled 
with thy Spirit, may become worthy Members of Chriſt's 
Holy Church, and at laſt,” injgggit eternæ] Life, through the 


ſame our Lord Feſus Chriſt. "Ip men. 


f 
1 


A Thankſgiving after the Sacrament to be ſaid at Home, 


| HOU, O my God, haſt comforted my Soul, 

: thou haſt ſtrengthened and refreſhed me with 
thy Bleſſings, and rejoyced my Heart with the To- 
kens of thy Love. How tranſporting are thy Com- 
forts, and how raviſhing the Effects of thy Goodneſs 
towards them that fear thee 2 Thou haſt treated a vile 
Sinner at thy own Table, and fed me with the'Bread 
that came down from Heaven. In what am I bet- 


ter 
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Prayers and Meditations. 33 
ter thanthoſe towhom thou doſt not grant this Favour? 
It is not for my Merits, but becauſe thou wilt be glori- 
fied in doing good to the moſt unworthy ; thou haſt 
this Day made me a happy Example of this thy free 


Grac and Bounty. Grant me this Favour alſo, O 


my God, that thro' the whole courſe of my Life I 
may give thee Praiſe and Glory; that the due Senſe 
of thy Mercies may make me unfeignedly thankful ; 
and that my Thankfulneſs may appear in a Care to 
walk before thee in Holineſs, Sobriety and Righte- 


ouſneſs all the Days of my Life. 


. 


2; Holy Communion, © R 

How plentiful is thy Goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up 

| for them that fear thee, which thou haſt prepared for 
them that put their Truſt in thy Mercy ; even before the 
Sons of Men. I praiſe and magnifie thy great and glo- 
rious Name, O Lord, for all thoſe manifold Mercies 
and Comforts which thou baſt beſtowed upon me, 
ever ſince I Was born. O Lord God, thiu haſt been my 
Truſt from my Youth, by. thee have I been holden up from 


A Prayer in private, after the Receiving of the | 


the Womb : my Praiſe ſhall continually be of thee; but a- 


bove all, Bleſſed, and for ever Bleſſed be thy Holy 


Name, for the Manifeſftation of thy Son Feſus Chriſt, the 185 


Fountain and Foundation of all our Happineſs, and 
for feeding me this Day (who am unworthy of the 
leaſt of thy Mercies) with the precious Merits of his 


bitter Death and Paſſion, to my great and endleſs 


Comfort. Enable me, O Lord, thro” thy gracious 
Aſſiſtance, to preform the Conditions of that Sacra- 


| mental-Covenant which I have this Day ſo ſolemnly. 


renewed and confirmed in thy Preſence, and at thy 
Table, that through the Strength and Power of 


that Heavenly Food, I have there been Partaker of, 


I may daily grow in Grace,and in the Knowledge of Chriſt 


Teſus, and abound in every good Ward and Work. And 


ſubdue 
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ſubdue in me all thoſe inordinate Luſts and corrupt 


Mind from all evil Thoughts, bad Intentions, and 
evil Deſigns, and ſuffer not Pride, Vain-Glory, 
Self-Love, Malice, Hatred or Revenge, or any o- 
ther Evil whatſoever, to reign in my mortal Body; 
* but do thou keep it for ever in the purpoſe of my 
| Heart, faithfully co fulfil cheſe my Baptiſmal Vows 
and Reſolutions, which I have now again renewed 


tue and Holineſs of Life, I may at length be an In- 
heritor of that infinite Happineſs and Glory, which 


| | = thou haſt promiſed, by Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

i | A Prayer in private for the Grace of Perſeverance, 

= LIEXꝝ, moſt merciful Saviour, I moſt humbly 
= K beſeech thee, and let thy Grace be ever aſ- 
6 ſiſtant to all che Endeavours and Deſigns of thy 
' oh weak and unworthy Servant. I am not able of my | 


ſelf to do or think any thing that is good, or well- 
$i " . pleaſing in thy Sight. O let thy Holy Spirit con- 
TH __- _  tinually guard me againſt thoſe numerous Tempta- 
tions, which ſo ſtrongly encounter me: Fix my in- 
* conſtant Mind, that I may not be led away with 
= theErrors of the Wicked, and fall from my own 
\ Stedfaſtneſs, but that 1 may perſevere in good 
* Works unto the End. Moderate my Affections and 
Deſires, and confine. them only to ſuch Objects as 
are well-pleaſing in thy. Sight. Let thy will be the 
ſole Guide and Meaſure of mine, that all my Hopes 
and Wiſhes may center in thee alone, and nothing 
may ever appear deſirable to me, in Compariſon of 
a pure Heart, and a peaceable Conſcience: Teach 
me thy way, O Lord, and I will walk in thy Truth, O 
knit my Heart unto thee, that T may. fear thy Name, 
Make me to love thee (as Fought) above all Things, 
= and let the Intereſt of thy Honour and Glory be 
.- always dearer to me than Gold or Silver, or ny 
#1 ; DES 3 ; | other 
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* Affections which war againſt the Soul; purifie my 


at thy Holy Table, that by preſevering in all Ver- 


Err ,, , 
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my Portion, thou art my only reſt, in thee alone is 
-Fulneſs of Joy and true Satisfaction, and without 


thee, is Miſery and Torment. O grant me this 
bleſſed Retreat, this happy Security, and then 1 


. 


ſhall find reſt unto my Soul, both here and hereafter. 
Amen. See P[al. 86. 119. N BY 
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Morning Prayer. 


Dosen my Words, O Lord, confiler my Meditgil- | 
on; my Voice ſhalt thou hear betimes, O Lord, early 


in the Morning will I dire my Prayer unto thee, and will 
look up, Pſal. 5.13. Almighty God, who dwelling 


in the higheſt Heavens, yet vouchſafeſt to regard 
the loweft Creatures here upon Earth, I humbly 


adore thy Sacred Majeſty, and with .all the Pow- 


ers of my Soul and Body, do exalt and praiſe thy 


holy Name for all the Mercies and Comforts of this 
Life, and for the Hopes and Aſſurance of a better; 
for protecting me from the Evils and Dangers of the 


Night paſt, and for bringing me ſafely to the Light - 
of a new Day; continue this thy Mercy and Good. + 


neſs to me, and as thou haſt awakened my Body 


from Sleep, fo raiſe my Soul from the Death of Sin 


unto à Life of Righteouſneſs. Deliver me, O God, 
frem the Evils of this Day, and guide my Feet in 


the Paths of Peace and Holineſs, and 1 on 
do- 


my Reſolutions to embrace all Opportunities of 
ing Good, and carefully to a- | 
void all Occaſions of Evil; eſpe- 
cially, * 'thoſe Sins which by ffaid of 
Nature and Inclination I am 


— 


moſt likely to fall into: And when, thro Fraiſty, or 


Here name ſuch 


the Violence of any other Temptation, I fall from 


my Duty, do thou in Mercy reſtore me again with a 


\ * 


Sins you are moſt a- 


double 
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other Temporal Advantage : for thou, O Lord, art : 


| 
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the Day. : 


"Fayer. 
double Portion of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, to 


maintain a more vigorous Defence againſt Satan and 


his Devices. Shower down thy Graces and Bleſ- 


ſings upon all my Relations, Con my Father and Mother, 


on my Brethren and Siſters] on all my Friends, and 
give thy Holy Angels Charge over them, to protect 
them from all Sin and Danger: Make me diligent 
in the Duties of my Calling, and that in all the 
Changes and Chances of this Life, I may abſolutely 


| ſubmit to thy Divine Providence. Let thy Bleſſings 
be upon my Actions, and let thy Wiſdom direct my 


Encencions, that ſo the whole Courſe of my Life, 


and the principal Deſigns of my Heart, may be or- 


dered by thy Governance, to do always that is righ- 


teous in thy Sight, thro' Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
See P/al. 4.16, 17..23. 86. - Ry | 


wid; When you go out of your Chamber. . 

THE Bleſſing of God deſcend upon me, and all belong- 
| ing to me, and dwell in my Heart for evermore 
and bleſs my going out, and my coming in, now and for 
ever. Amen. 15 < | 


* 


k 
8 = 


9 x 
& * N 4 
* 
« o - - : 
\ 
* \ by 
- 


Evening Prayer. 
| ; ET my Prayer; O Lord, be ſet forth as Incenſe, and 


ven of Heavens cannot contain, look down front 
the Throne of thy Majeſty, and behold thy unwor- 


thy Servant, proſtrate at the Feet of thy Mercy, 


humbly confeſſing unto thee the Vanity and Sin- 
ulneſs of my whole Life; eſpe- 
e cially, the Omiſſions and Com- 
* ans ot miſſions of my Duty this Day, 
wherewith I have ſo; lately of- 

e fended 


« 


L the lifting up of my Hands be as an Evening Sacrifice, 
. Pal. 141. 2. O Lord, our Heavenly Father, Al- 
mighty and Everlaſting God, whoſe Glory the Hea- 
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End of my Being, and ſupream Perfection of my | 


tual Repoſe, and from tHe Light of thy Counte- 3 
nance flows eternal Joy and Felicity, to whom he 


dence ſuccour them and theirs, from all Evil and dan 
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fended thine infinite Majeſty and Goodneſs, and ſo 
grievouſly wounded, my own. Soul: of theſe and all — 
other my Tranſgreſſions, I + earneſtly repent, and 
am beartily ſorry for theſe my Miſdoings; the Remembrance o ._ © 
them is grievous unto me, the Burthen of them is intolerables * ' 7 
bade Mercy upon me, moſt merciful Father, for thy Son 
eſus Chriſt's Sake,. forgive me all that gs paſt, and aq. 
cept of theſe my Prayers and Supplications, thro' the Merits wal 
and Mediation of the fame, our Mediator and Redeemer. __ 
And although I am unworthy, through my mani- = 
fold Sins and Iniquities, to offer unto thee any 
Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, yet I beſeech 
thee to accept of this my bounden Duty, my un- 
feigned Thanks for all thy Good- 5 eee 
neſs and Loving kindneſs to me Bleſf ; ne e 
and all Mankind, purely- pro- TW . 
ceeding from thy. Bounty, and wholly intended ++. 4 
for my Good, and particularly for preſerving me 
this Day in the midſt of ſo many Dangers incident 
to my Condition, and from ſo many Calamities 
as are due to: my Sins. Thou art my Creator, O 
my God, and Protector; thou art the ultimate 


*. 15 


Nature; under the Shadow bf thy Wings is perpe- 


Glory and Honour, World without End. Ame. Wh 
AND Thos, O Lord, by whom Kings reign, and Princes © MEA 
decree Fuſtice, bleſs our moſt Gracious Sovereign Lord fe 
King George, his Royal Highneſs George Prince of Wales, & 
the Princeſs, their Iſſue, andall the Roy- H 5 
al Family: All my Relations, Friends, „r Rae Pate © 
and kind Benefactors; let thy Provi- r Perſens. 
ger, and do thou reward them Sevenfold into their +» 
Boſom for all the Good they have done, or ſaid of 
me: Be pleaſed likewiſe, O Lord, (in whoſe Hande 
e Es | are 
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eee the Iſſues of Life and Death) to fiiceod) 
=_ _ - , help and comfort all that are in Danger, Neceffity 
aud Tribulation, all that labour under any Bod! 
| = 4 * 2 HH, Pain or Sickneſs, T pts 0 
o Eren ace didurbed in Mind, relieye et 
mie deſired. ; -_ according to their ſeveral Neceſ-l 
F of ſities, giving them Patience un. 
ac their Su erings, and a happy Iſſue out of al 
their Afflictions. Subdue in me the evil Spirit o 

Wrath and Revenge, and diſpoſe my Heart patient: 
ly to bear Reproaches and Wrongs, and to be ready 
not only to forgive, but alſo to do Good for Evil, 
= that all Men may know that I am Chris Diſciple : 
And finally, O Lord, ſince thou haſt ordained ehe 
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